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AGENDA
Annual General Meeting of the Simon Fraser Student Society
Local 23 of the Canadian Federation of Students
October 25, 2006 • Simon Fraser University, East Gym, Burnaby Campus

CALL TO ORDER – 2:30pm – October 25, 2006

1. RATIFICATION OF THE CHAIR

It is recommended that Mr. Neil Monckton be ratified as the Chairperson for the General Meeting. 
Mr. Monckton is a partner in the firm Public Solutions, a communications, strategy, advocacy, fundraising 
and organizing firm that works with progressive organizations across Canada and internationally. Prior to 
establishing Public Solutions in May 2006, Mr. Monckton ran Chaos Consulting where he worked with non-
profit agencies, community coalitions, labour unions and municipal political parties. In the past six years, 
his major clients have included ACORN Canada, a national non-profit agency that works with low-income 
Canadians on social and economic justice, and the Coalition of Progressive Electors (COPE), a Vancouver-
based municipal reform party. In 2002, he managed the 2002 COPE election campaign which saw that party’s 
candidates elected to every seat it contested.

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND REVIEW OF MEETING RULES

The meeting will consider the agenda prepared by the Board of Directors. Changes or additions to the agenda 
may be proposed at this time.
The Chairperson will provide a brief overview of Robert’s Rules of Order, a system of meeting rules and 
procedures that the Student Society employs for the general meeting.

3. ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS’ MINUTES

Minutes from the September 25, 2006  general meeting are available for adoption.

4. NEW BUSINESS

5. RECEIPT OF REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

A report will be presented detailing the activities of the Board of Directors from September 28, 2005 through 
October 24, 2006.

6. RECEIPT OF REPORT FROM THE TREASURER  

The Student Society Treasurer will provide an overview of the Student Society’s finances from September 28, 
2005 through October 24, 2006.

7. RECEIPT OF REPORT FROM THE AUDITOR

An overview of the Student Society’s audited financial statements will be provided by the Society’s auditor 
– Tompkins, Wozny, Miller & Co.

8. APPOINTMENT OF THE AUDITOR FOR THE COMING YEAR 

The auditor responsible for the coming year’s audited financial statements will be appointed. 

9. ADJOURNMENT       

AM/CUPE	5396
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MINUTES
Annual General Meeting of the Simon Fraser Student Society – Convocation Mall
Local 23 of the Canadian Federation of Students
September 28, 2005 • Simon Fraser University, Burnaby Campus

4:45 p.m. – The meeting was called to order by Maya Russell.

1. RATIFICATION OF THE CHAIR

AGM:2005:001
Leslie/Harder
Be it resolved that Maya Russell be ratified as the Chair for this general membership meeting.
CARRIED

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND REVIEW OF MEETING RULES

AGM:2005:002
Mitchell/Leslie
Be it resolved that the agenda be adopted as presented.
CARRIED

3. ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS’ MINUTES

AGM:2005:003
Leslie/Halpern
Be it resolved that the minutes of the 2004 general membership meeting be adopted as presented.
CARRIED

4. NEW BUSINESS

The Chair informed all present that a quorum of five hundred, which is necessary to pass new business items, is not 
present and therefore no new business can be discussed.

5. RECEIPT OF REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Director Caufield presented the report of the Board of Directors, and highlighted the main campaigns of the 
previous year. She stated that, as a member local of the Canadian Federation of Students, the Simon Fraser Student 
Society has participated in their campaigns and services. She stated that a human rights campaign was undertaken 
whereby the membership forwarded a great number of letters to many politicians. She stated that a non partisan 
“get out the vote” campaign was undertaken, and that policy was created to increase the fees due from on-campus 
credit card vendors. 
Caufield identified some other campaigns undertaken by the Society, including the challenging of the mandatory 
use of the turnitin.com service at Simon Fraser University, the Society’s membership in Uwatch.ca, the participation 
in the Canadian Students for Darfur organization, the raising of money for tsunami relief, the creation of the 
Accessibility Fund, as well as regular services of the Society.
Caufield stated that regular services include book buy-back, food services, legal services, the popular U-Pass 
program and more. 
Caufield stated that the Society undertook events such as Evening Insanity during exam period, pancake breakfasts, 
Clubs Days, Huskin’ in the Hay, a concert in the Rotunda. 

AGM:2005:004
Leslie/McWade
Be it resolved that the Directors’ report be received as presented.

The Chair stated that the report of the Board of Directors had already been received, and that the motion was out of 
order.
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6. RECEIPT OF REPORT FROM THE TREASURER  

Director Kresina summarized her report and stated that the Society’s members’ equity had increased due to an 
operational surplus. She summarized the total revenue enjoyed by the Society and explained the fees collected from 
students. She stated that Food and Beverage Services suffered a deficit, but that the entirety of the Society enjoyed a 
surplus as alluded to at the outset of her report.

7. RECEIPT OF REPORT FROM THE AUDITOR

Charlie Miller of Tompkins, Wozny, Miller & Co. presented his report. He stated that the summary included in the 
general meeting package was available for all members. 
Miller stated that the audit was an unqualified audit and that the statements are fully disclosed and that the 
Society has acted within the controls set up. He stated that assets currently sit at over nine million dollars, with five 
million dollars of that amount coming from the Student Union Building. He stated that the membership equity has 
increased to over $220,000. 
Member Ngai asked if the Space Expansion Fee would continue to be collected following the zeroing of the loan 
used to build the Maggie Benston Centre.
Director Kresina stated that a referendum to repeal the fee would have to be held.
Member Gulbinowicz asked the auditor to clarify the difference between members’ equity and surplus.
Miller stated that surpluses are annual and members’ equity is cumulative.

8. APPOINTMENT OF THE AUDITOR FOR THE COMING YEAR 

AGM:2005:005
Leslie/Barnes
Be it resolved that Tompkins, Wozny, Miller & Co be appointed as auditor for the coming year.
CARRIED

9. ANNOUNCEMENT

Director Halpern announced that the Society holds free weekly cinema screenings.
Director Caufield thanked all volunteers, CJSF Radio and all those who were invited, attended and participated. 
Caufield thanked the Highland Pub for their donation of a Sony stereo system for draw at this meeting. 
She thanked TravelCUTS for their donation of a $100 gift certificate, and thanked Apple Computer and the 
Microcomputer Store for their donation of an iPod Nano. She stated that all items would be up for draw shortly.
Hunsdale thanked the Directors of the Society as well as the Society’s staff for undertaking the work required for a 
successful annual general meeting.

10. ADJOURNMENT

AGM:2005:006
Caufield/Harder
Be it resolved that the meeting be adjourned
CARRIED

BZ/CUPE 2396
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Overview
Annually, the Student Society Board of Directors provides a report detailing its activities since the 
previous general meeting. Although the report does not document all of the work of the Student 
Society, it does offer members a concise overview of the valuable work being done on behalf of 
students.

CAMPAIGNS AND ADVOCACY
Campaign to Reduce Tuition Fees
A major campaign of the Student Society has been the campaign to reduce tuition fees. The focus 
of the campaign has been to educate and mobilize students around education trends, the decline in 
provincial and federal government funding for post-secondary institutions, the increasing corporate 
control over public institutions, and the impacts of rising tuition fees. The Student Society also lobbies 
the university administration and actively participates in the efforts of the Canadian Federation 
of Students to lobby provincial and federal governments to increase funding for post-secondary 
education, reduce tuition fees and ensure that our institutions remain of a high quality.

Canadian Federation of Students
The Canadian Federation of Students was formed in 1981 to provide students with an effective and 
united voice provincially and nationally. The Student Society is a founding member, and is local 23 
of the Canadian Federation of Students. Today the Federation is comprised of more than 450,000 
students at more than 70 college and university student unions across the country.

The Federation has actively lobbied for greater accessibility in post-secondary education, a runs a 
number of campaigns including the No Means No campaign, the Where’s the Justice? campaign, 
the Rock the Vote campaign, a Charter of Rights challenge against the 10-year ban on student loan 
bankruptcy, a campaign to allow International Students to work off campus and the campaign against 
the General Agreement on Trade in Services.

The Federation also offers several services to help its members, including the Studentsaver discount 
program, the International Student Identity Card (ISIC), Travel CUTS, the Student Work Abroad 
Program and homes4students.ca, a national student housing database.

As in the past, the Student Society has actively participated in the efforts of the Federation and has 
sent representatives to each provincial and national general meeting of the Federation, as well as 
meetings of the Federation’s BC Executive Committee and Skills Development weekends.

U-Pass
The student society echoing the calls from students brought forward many complaints about bus 
services, some of which Translink has agreed to look into. So	far	they	committed	to	increase	the	number	
of	busses	servicing	the	135	Hastings	route	as	well	as	the	143	Coquitlam	and	145	Production	Way	routes.	The	
Society	requested	a	stop	be	added	to	the	135	Hastings	route	at	Princess	Street	to	serve	students	at	the	Alexander	
campus.	After	studying	the	request,	Translink	decided	against	adding	the	much-needed	stop.	The society, in 
solidarity with local colleges, lobbied Translink in seeking an affordable Universal Transit Pass for 
college students through initiatives such as “Cake and Calling”. Translink has been dragging its feet 
on allowing the colleges a similar program like SFU and UBC.
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Institute of Business Technology (IBT)
The Student Society along with countless other on and off campus groups voiced strong opposition to 
the University’s plan to install a private college on campus. It was argued that more effective means 
of international student retention should be initiated within SFU International before selling out to 
corporate interests. This public-private partnership is the first of its kind within Canada’s public post-
secondary education system and will be carefully monitored by other University’s across the country. 
The institute opened its doors in the Fall of 2006 under the name, Fraser Institute College (FIC), in 
the multi-tennant facility near Discovery Park. To date, Fraser Institute College has failed to meet the 
international student recruitment targets set out in the agreement with SFU.   

Canadian Students for Darfur
This campaign aims to educate Canadians on the issues facing the people of Darfur, and to engage 
them in discussion around possible solutions. The Student Society has participated in a postcard 
campaign, as well as promoting public awareness through the distribution of brown bracelets and co-
hosting information sessions. 

Membership Development
Membership Development is the outreach work of the society to its members, all registered students 
at SFU. The society has recognized the disconnect many students at all SFU campuses have with 
their student society. The society has worked on bridging this gap between students and the student 
society through initiatives such as, but not limited to: CinemaSFSS, Highland Pub Concert Series, 
Pancake breakfast, Huskin’ in the Hay, Cake and Calling, International Student Identification Card 
(ISIC) and tabling in convocation mall. 

Additional Campaigns
Along with the work around the Society’s major campaigns, the Student Society also engaged in a 
number of projects, as outlined below.

Burnaby Mountain Development working group
Both SFU and the SFU Community Corporation have agreed to the Community Character and 
Social Composition document, which contains goals regarding affordable housing in the UniverCity 
development. These have not been met in the first stage of development, and the Student Society will 
continue to address these goals, and to take proactive steps to ensure these as development continues.

Students United for Disability Support (SUDS)
SUDS was created to address the needs and concerns of students with disabilities.  Yet despite its 
youth, this constituency group had been extremely active and influential in matters such as the new 
accessibility fund and putting issues that face students with disabilities in the public realm at SFU.
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UNIVERSITY AND GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

Turnitin.com
Since 2003 the Student Society has lobbied the University to ensure that the use of for-profit 
plagiarism-detection software such as Turnitin.com was not mandatory for students, and that 
students could opt to not use the service without incurring academic penalties. The Student Society 
continues to address both the university and students, highlighting concerns around the software’s 
effectiveness and the protection of students’ intellectual property rights. 
The Academic Freedoms and Corporate Influences working group took this issue on a number of 
occasions to John Waterhouse, Vice President Academics.

Chartwell’s
Since the opening of the Corner Stone building there has been an increase in the number of food 
options available to students. However, the issue is not solved for students in residence. Students 
are still without a reasonable meal plan and they are required to purchase the meal plan if they are 
in their first year of residence. All first year residence students must live in the “New Buildings” and 
they must be on the Chartwell’s meal plan. This means that they must pay between $1200 to $1600 
thousand dollars that is credited to a card, which is only useable in certain Chartwell’s dining areas. 

Common Rooms
Many departmental student unions are being denied common room space, or have never had 
common room space. Although space allocation is not a simple issue, Forum has taken a serious 
interest in this issue, and since it represents all of the undergraduate departmental student unions 
and constituency groups there is a lot of potential for pressure to be put on the administration due to 
collaboration.

Composting
Sustainability is an issue that many students at SFU feel strongly about. The society has made 
significant strides in implementing a composting system within our food and beverage services 
setting an example to the community at large.   

Ethical Purchasing
Two years ago, the student society lobbied the University diligently to create an ethical purchasing 
committee. This past year the University’s Board of Governors, after year’s of dragging their feet 
created the Ethical Purchasing Task Force with Pat Hibbits, the Vice President of Finance, as the chair. 
The objective of this task force was to form an Ethical Purchasing Policy for the University.

Student Union Building
The	Student	Society	and	the	University	are	working	together	to	continue	to	make	SFU	a	welcoming	place	for	
students	to	study	and	to	participate	in	campus	life.	Following	a	positive	referendum	response	seed	money	from	
the	University	and	the	Student	Society	has	been	invested	to	investigate	the	concept	of	a	student	union	building	
on	campus.
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Other Issues
The Student Society has also met with the University and submitted reports about a number of other 
issues, including the proposed Intellectual Property policy, construction in and around residence 
buildings and policies surrounding new residences.

Government Relations
The Student Society has met with a number of Federal government ministers regarding issues 
around funding for post-secondary education and student aid, including Gregor Robertson (MLA for 
Vancouver-Fairview), Bill Siksay (MP for Burnaby Douglas) and Harry Bloy (MLA Burquiltam). 

SERVICES
Book Buyback
The Student Society operates a textbook buyback program every semester. The service operates 
during exams and during the first week of every term. Over the past year, the program has 
performed very well and has provided an invaluable service to students. The books that are bought 
from students are then sold at Quad Books, where students can purchase previously owned texts at 
significant savings.

Catering
The Student Society catering service continues to be highly utilized by clubs and student unions 
within the Society, and by University departments and faculties. The Student Society’s food and 
beverage services collectively employ more than 50 people, who are members of the Canadian Union 
of Public Employees local 3338.

Graduate Benefit Plan
Following a successful referendum in March 2005, the Society has implemented a health and dental 
benefit plan for graduate students, effective September 1, 2005. Graduate students are automatically 
assessed the plan fee, but may opt out if they have comparable coverage. The project was initiated by 
members of the Graduate Issues Committee who worked many hours to see the project through to 
completion.

Higher Grounds Coffee Bar
The Student Society continued operation of its highly popular coffee bar, which employs a number 
of students. Higher Grounds underwent renovations during the summer semester, with the goal of 
increasing seating space and improving traffic flow. Employees of Higher Grounds are members of 
the Canadian Union of Public Employees 3338. 

Highland Pub
The Highland Pub offers a full menu, drinks specials and is open throughout the week. The weekly 
Thursday “Pub Night” continues to grow in popularity. Due to a larger than usual deficit, the Pub 
operated on reduced hours for most of the Summer Semester. Employees of the Highland Pub are 
members of the Canadian Union of Public Employees 3338. 

The Ladle
The Society’s newest food service, the Ladle, opened in March 2005. The Ladle offers unique 
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vegetarian and vegan cuisine at prices students can afford, featuring soups, salads and samosas. 
Although it has only been running for a short while, The Ladle is proving to be a popular and 
profitable food service of the Society. Employees of the Ladle are members of the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees 3338.

International Student Identity Card (ISIC)
The International Student Identity Card is a service of the Canadian Federation of Students and 
is available to all full-time students enrolled at member associations, including the Simon Fraser 
Student Society. The Student Society has continued its commitment to raising awareness of the 
service and its discounts on travel and various services. This past year, nearly 3,000 cards were 
distributed to members of the Student Society.

Legal Aid Clinics
The Student Society continues to provide free legal clinics on a biweekly basis, offering students an 
opportunity to speak with legal counsel. This service is regularly used by a variety of students.

Member Handbook and Dayplanner
For the past several years the Student Society has participated in a common handbook project 
organized by the Canadian Federation of Students. By pooling the resources of several student 
associations the program allows the Student Society to significantly improve the quality of the 
handbook offered to our members and reduce the price at the same time. This year the handbook 
included even more information, including the Studentsaver discount card.

Quad Books
Located on the 2000 level of the Maggie Benston Centre, Quad Books is a student owned and 
operated bookstore. Quad Books continues to offer a range of school, food, and toiletry supplies at 
affordable prices, postage service, as well as a fax service. 

Studentsaver Discount Card
The Canadian Federation of Students provides the Studentsaver to its members, including the Simon 
Fraser Student Society. The Studentsaver card is Canada’s only student owned and operated national 
student discount program and offers thousands of discounts across the country on everyday items. 
The Studentsaver continues to grow rapidly with more than one thousand discounts in British 
Columbia alone. In the 2004-2005 academic year more than 13,000 discount cards were distributed. 
This year, the card was included at the back of the Student Handbook, ensuring that even more 
members would have a card for use.

Universal Transit Pass
The U-Pass is a universal service for students offered by the Student Society the University and 
Translink. It offers unlimited, three-zone travel by bus, Skytrain, and Seabus in the Greater Vancouver 
Regional District for all Simon Fraser University Students at an extremely discounted rate. It also 
offers discount on the WestCoast Express. Following a successful referendum in March, the Society 
renewed the U-Pass contract until 2008, and has created a U-Pass subsidy committee with the 
University, to distribute $50,000 in subsidies to students.



STUDENT SOCIETY EVENTS
Recognising that activities and fun are integral to the level of student enjoyment on campus, the 
Student Society organised a number of small and successful events in the past year.

Science EXPO
The Science Expo is an event that has taken place for two years consecutively. Both years it has been a 
success. The goals of the event are to promote interdisciplinary networking and cooperation between 
departments in the Faculty of Science, create an event that would attract students (undergrad and 
grad) as well as faculty, to begin a tradition that is fully organized and run by students, create a more 
vibrant social culture at SFU, and to give students of all disciplines the opportunity to have a lot of 
fun at least once a year.

CinemaSFSS
The Student Society showed several movies in the summer, fall and spring semester.  The highest 
attendances were attained during the spring semester.  We also had special screenings in conjunction 
with other campus groups. The cinema has proved a great tool for promoting the SFSS and 
emphasizing that it is a multi-tiered organization that provides services and social events, in addition 
to being an advocacy body.

Each semester, the Society held an exam study break dubbed Evening Insanity, which distributed 
coffee, tea, food and promotional information to members studying on campus in the evening.

The Graduate Issues Committee, bringing together graduate students from across the University, held 
graduate student socials at least once a semester.

The Society also held a semesterly free pancake breakfast, and Clubs Days, where new and existing 
clubs could promote themselves to the membership. The Society also participated in the University’s 
new student orientations and Week of Welcome. As part of Week of Welcome, the Society hosted the 
second annual Huskin’ in the Hay corn roast.

STUDENT CENTRES

Out on Campus
Out on Campus is a student-run space for people of all sexual orientations and genders that provide 
advocacy and support for lesbian, bisexual, transgender, gay and queer students. Located in the 
Rotunda, Out on Campus is a volunteer-run center with a lounge, library resources, weekly activities, 
and trained peer support available. 

This past year, Out on Campus has been hosting weekly yoga classes, hosting a monthly radio show, 
and participating in a semesterly book purchase. 

The Centre expanded its peer support network through the Queer and Questioning Women of Colour 
discussion group and the Peer Support Team, which answered students’ questions over email, set up 
one-to-one support meetings and held Coming Out discussion groups to facilitate students sharing 
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Women’s Centre

“The Women’s Centre continues in its 30-year history of support for students on campus and its com-
mitment to the quality of student life on campus through dialogue with groups, faculty and the Ad-
ministration. The Centre is visited by at least 100 self-identified women a day and continues to be a
sanctuary for women. The Women’s Centre library supported by volunteers and a part-time staff
position saw a 50% increase in library user base moving its numbers up to 200 users not including our
partnership with SFPIRG to ensure male access to the library. An extensive Library Project promises to
put this Centre of the SFSS on the map as a tool to be shared with other Student Unions with small
unique libraries.  For every two events for self-identified women, the Centre puts on one to two events
for all genders on campus. The Women’s Centre tradition of Open Houses welcoming all genders
steadily increases its usage and its ally base for all genders. For example, the December 6th event was
supported by weeks of work by Centre volunteers and 2 engineering student groups: Men in Engi-
neering and Women in Engineering. This resulted in an event for men and women interested in stop-
ping violence against women as well as a 3-hour BBQ which raised over $1000 for Battered Women’s
Support Services.

Other informative events were Cake and Confidence Tea Party with a sexual health facilita-
tor; 2 Panels on Transgender issues, a Consensus Decision Making workshop of benefit to all Rotunda
student groups. Other projects have been an 8 page supplement in the Peak in Dec 2005; a brochure on
responsible drinking by a Safety Committee; and a survey which garnered responses from over 200
students on how the SFSS through the Centre was seen by students. The Centre staff also has been
involved for the last 2 years with training of security staff on the issues for women and safety on
campus. The relationship with Out on Campus was continued by the facilitation of a joint workshop
for an international contingent of YMCA Peace participants on Human Rights, as well as facilitation of
the Queer Women of Colour group. The Women’s Centre did community outreach through the cre-
ation of its Garden Project with 15 volunteers of all genders which raised over 100 pounds of veg-
etables that were donated to the Downtown East Side Women’s Centre as well as the Sheway Project
for at-risk women and their children. This project garnered much local media attention through
Burnaby Now, Shaw TV and the University media highlight. The Women’s Centre was also asked to
participate on International Women’s Day in March for Breakfast TV and is called on by CBC for
sources of information in community on issues of gender. The Women’s Centre also supports shows at
CJSF with information and speakers. All of these activities plus peer support for students and staff of
all genders, occur along side a full schedule of  weekly activities including: self-defence classes, a
weekly knitting group, two free weekly yoga classes.”
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