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Dear Honourable Melanie Mark and Premier John Horgan,

My name is Samad Raza and | am the Vice President External Relations at Simon Fraser Student
Society (SFSS). Today, | am writing to you with the hope of bringing an important student issue
to your attention: post-secondary tuition fee increases amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.

Countless lives have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, including those of students.
Many students have lost their jobs and are facing a high level of academic, mental, and financial
pressure. In a time when students need as much support as possible, Simon Fraser University
(SFU) has proposed to increase tuition fees by 2% for domestic students and 4% for international
students for the 2021/2022 year. However, there has been little decrease in full-time equivalent
(FTE) student enroliment from Fall 2019 to Fall 2020 that would impact their revenues. For
students, particularly the 28.4% of SFU undergraduates that identify as food insecure and the
32% of Canadian youth that have been unemployed! during the pandemic, a 2% increase in
tuition is significant. Many students are relying on student loans or their own savings and this fee
increase will put greater financial pressure on students that are already at the brink. Recently,
members of the SFSS voted overwhelmingly in favour? of condemning SFU for their decision to
increase tuition fees amidst the pandemic. In a May 2020 SFSS survey, students reported that
they felt online learning was of lower quality than in-person learning, and would not warrant an
increase in tuition.

International students are particularly hard-hit by the tuition increase. International
undergraduate tuition in B.C. rose by an average of 34% from 2014/2015 to 2018/2019°.
Comparatively, domestic undergraduate tuition rose 11% in that same period. Despite depictions
in the media of international students coming from wealth, 47% of international students do not
have strong financial standing®. Nevertheless, they benefit domestic institutions and students in
many ways. At SFU, international students make up just 20% of the undergraduate student
population, yet they contribute to nearly 50% of the total tuition fee revenue®. At North Island
College on Vancouver Island, revenue from international students allowed them to enroll an
additional 688 domestic students in 2017°. Furthermore, it is not just post-secondary institutions
and domestic students that benefit from international students’ contributions — in 2017,
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international students contributed $2.37 billion to the BC GDP and also helped create 31,400
jobs in the province’. However, these students are not eligible for government pandemic
financial support, including the $3.5 million provincial funding for post-secondary students
during the pandemic. International students are not covered by the provincial Tuition Limit
Policy, capping annual tuition increases to 2% per year. We ask the BC government to regulate
international tuition fees by including international students in the Tuition Limit Policy so they
can continue their studies in Canada.

In 1979, nearly 90% of operating revenue for B.C. post-secondary institutions came from federal
or provincial sources®, compared to just 47.4% from both levels of government in 2018°. In
2015, tuition revenue surpassed provincial funding as the main source of operating revenue for
SFU, with 36% of operating revenue coming from tuition, and 31% from the Province in 2019%°.
This change has put a large financial burden on students, with average student debts doubling
from 2006 to 2016, Increasing student debts are one of many factors that can affect students’
education and quality of life, and more importantly, act as a barrier for them to continue their
studies and ultimately obtain jobs. We ask the BC government to increase operating grants to
safeguard students from financial burden.

Youth, particularly post-secondary students, have been disproportionately affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic in many ways, including financially. Rising tuition fees only add to that
burden. On behalf of the Simon Fraser Student Society and my fellow students, | urge the BC
government to take notice of this issue and act.

Thank you,

Samad Raza

Vice President External Relations
vpexternal @sfss.ca
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