
Content Warning: Residential Schools, Indigenous Harm and Trauma, Colonialism,
Systemic Racism, Intergenerational Trauma. Below are resources listed that are readily
accessible for Indigenous students external/internal to SFU that provide support specific to
colonial trauma.

RE: One Year Memorial and Acknowledgement of the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc Residential
School Survivors and all Indigenous Peoples.

The Simon Fraser Student Society (SFSS) would like to acknowledge the one year memorial
anniversary of the Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc Residential School Survivors, the families,
Indigenous Peoples and communities across Turtle Island who have been impacted as a
result of the Indian Residential School (IRS) system and the unmarked graves of stolen
children being brought to “Canada’s public attention”. Most importantly, we want to
acknowledge the children who were forcefully torn from their communities and taken too
soon through the process of state violence and genocide conducted by the Canadian
government from 1831-1998.

Our thoughts are with you all as we observe these next days and centre Indigenous
communities. Especially those who have been speaking out about the stolen children in
unmarked graves for decades. Not only were they met with inaction, but they also faced
further denial, apathy and racism. The Indian Residential School system has had
long-lasting impacts and harmful implications on Indigenous communities. This includes all
Indigenous students across Turtle Island. Because survivors and Indigenous communities
have known of, and have been speaking out about these gravesites for hundreds of years,
we are mindful that the terminology used of Indigenous children being “found” (referring to
discovery of the fact) is harmful. This past year, over the 1,381 children that have been
detected using ground-penetrating radar technology. Rather than being “found”, they are
instead returning to their communities and families.

With this one-year memorial anniversary, we want to proactively address and support our
Indigenous community members by acknowledging how heavy and traumatic this news is



to bear. We stand in solidarity with Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc, Indigenous Students, and
community members during this very difficult time and beyond.

The Simon Fraser Student Society (SFSS) is committed to Reconciliation. This includes acting
on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s 94 Calls to Actions. Furthermore,
we recognize Indigenous sovereignty, empowerment, resilience and standing with
Indigenous organizers, land defenders and those on the frontlines.

We are committed to supporting Indigenous students in their academic journeys, while
also prioritizing and amplifying their voices and work in any capacity. We will continue to
circulate and advocate for much-needed support for Indigenous students that have been
directly impacted.

We acknowledge that Simon Fraser University (SFU) and the SFSS are colonial institutions
situated on the stolen and unceded lands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm (Musqueam),
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish), səl ̓ ilw̓ətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh), kʷikʷəƛ ̓ əm
(Kwikwetlem), and Katzie Nations whose inception is rooted in the oppression and denial of
Indigenous peoples - and have continued in a legacy of causing harm to Indigenous
students and community members. This includes the denial of Indigenous ways of living,
being and knowing. We also acknowledge that the Canadian education system has been a
primary vehicle to legitimize assimilation and genocidal processes. It is important that we
acknowledge this and follow through with the calls to action that have been given by
Indigenous communities across Turtle Island. This serves as a reminder for institutions to
be mindful of honouring the time, labour and re-traumatization that survivors have faced
throughout the course of this challenging year. We cannot move forward in the healing
process without addressing and acknowledging the ongoing harms that have and will
continue to occur.

Below, there is a list of supports that can be accessed by Indigenous students at SFU and
within Indigenous communities.

RESOURCES

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/british-columbians-our-governments/indigenous-people/aboriginal-peoples-documents/calls_to_action_english2.pdf


1. Help Lines

KUU-US Crisis Line Society (24/7)
● Toll free:   1-800-588-8717
● Adults/Elders: 250-723-4050
● Child/Youth: 250-723-2040
● Métis Line: 1-833-MétisBC

Tsow-Tun Le Lum Society
● Toll-free: 1-888-403-3123
● Main office: 250-390-3123

Métis Crisis Line
● 1-833-638-4722

Hope for Wellness Helpline (24/7)
● Immediate help to all Indigenous peoples across so-called “Canada”
● Call Service: 1-855-242-3310

○ Available in English, French and Cree, Ojibway and Inuktitut upon request
● Chat service: www.hopeforwellness.ca

2. Internal Supports

SFU Indigenous Student Centre (ISC) Counselling
● Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 9:30am-3:30pm
● Contact:

○ isc_well@sfu.ca
○ 778-782-4615
○ To book with an Indigenous Counsellor ask to book with Jennifer, HCS

Indigenous Counsellor

http://www.hopeforwellness.ca
mailto:isc_well@sfu.ca


SFU Access Case Manager
● Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:30am-4:30pm
● Contact: 778-782-4615

○ Provides mental health support and/or referral to services and resources
○ Provides same-day 30 minute appointments

3. External Supports

Indian Residential School Survivors Society
● 1-604-985-4464
● 1-800-721-0066 (Crisis Line for immediate support)

First Nation Health Authority
● 604-693-6500
● There is mental wellness support that is provided through the First Nations Health

Authority specifically for survivors, and families who have been directly impacted by the
Indian Residential School system. If you self-identify as Indigenous please reach out and
request additional support (this is what it is intended for).

Aboriginal Wellness Program
● ○ 604-675-2551

Child and Youth Aboriginal Mental Health Outreach - East Hastings Street
● 604-868-0368


